114                              DEMOCRACY IN THE DOMINIONS
in this instance by the growth of international unions with
their Americanizing effects.
To such retarding influences upon labour organization
is added the temper of Canadian workmen, fashioned by
the  socio-economic environment  of  the  continent,   which
provided opportunities for the individual  and fostered a
sanguine philosophy of progress.    In Canada prior to 1914
an open and expanding frontier with abundance of free land,
and a prosperity stimulated by successive bursts of mining
development,   favoured   the   belief   that   the   proper   and
feasible  goal  of  the energetic worker was  to   become  a
capitalist  and  that  in  economic  expansion  there  was a
grand beneficence.    Faith then in self-made  success was
strong.    Population moved into the West, built roads and
railways, erected towns, and established, family homesteads.
In this hurried era of nation-building, social conditions did
not foster a lucid and vigorous class consciousness or create
a coercive need for labour organization.    In the twentieth
century, many immigrants from continental Europe without*
unionist traditions, had slowly to be assimilated into the
associations of the new country.    In this assimilation the
task of Canada was more difficult than that of Australia
and New Zealand because a higher proportion of the im-
migrants were non-British and politically inept.   A slowing-
down in the pace of settlement after 1918 created more
favourable conditions for labour to exert itself as a conscious
industrial and political force.
This new strength of labour was revealed in the general
federal election of 1921, when two representatives of provin-
cial labour parties, James Woodsworth and William Irvine,
were elected to the House of Commons from Winnipeg
and Calgary respectively. At different stages in his career,
Woodsworth was Methodist minister, social worker, long-
shoreman, adroit parliamentarian, and throughout, an ardent
crusader who during twenty years in Parliament did much
to further the aims of his group.10 Yet, despite his extra-
ordinary zeal, Woodsworth was unable to create a significant
labour movement in politics until the depression of the
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